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W ithout a sufficient supply of clean, affordable water,

our economy and public health will be irrevocably
harmed. H,O4TEXAS: The Water Event will increase
public awareness of the critical water shortfalls facing our
state and begin mobilizing support for full implementa-
tion of the State Water Plan -- a goal that the ongoing
H,O4TEXAS campaign will continue to pursue before
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and after The Water Event.

Senator Kip Averitt graduated
from Reagan High School in Austin and
earned a BBA and MBA in economics
and finance from Baylor University in
Waco. Averitt, a certified public
accountant, is a state and local tax
consultant for Ryan & Company.

Averitt is Chairman of the powerful
Senate Committee on Natural
Resources. His legislative experience
and in-depth understanding of complex
issues have repeatedly won the respect
and recognition of his Senate colleagues
and the legislative leadership. During
the past four legislative sessions, Averitt
was chosen to fulfill leadership roles on major legislative efforts,
including school finance reform and design of the state’s $180
billion biennial budget.

During the 80th Session, Averitt crafted and passed
Senate Bill 3, a powerful tool in his ongoing efforts to ensure a
clean, adequate and affordable supply of water for future
generations of Texans. In conjunction with three quarters of a
billion dollars in water infrastructure funding that he helped secure
through his position on the Senate Finance Committee, Senate
Bill 3 advances the development of Texas water policy by protecting
instream flows, encouraging conservation of existing water
resources, and allowing new water projects identified by the State
Water Plan to meet our future water needs.

In addition to chairing the Senate’s Natural Resources
Committee, Averitt serves on the Senate’s Finance, Business and
Commerce, Education, and Higher Education committees. Other
legislative responsibilities include serving as co-chair of the Joint
Legislative Task Force on the Use of the Sales Tax on Sporting Goods,
chairman of the Qilfield Cleanup Fund Advisory Committee, and
co-chair of the Environmental Flows Advisory Group. Averitt is a
member of The Energy Council and the Southern States Energy
Board.

Averitt’s accolades include the Texas Classroom Teacher’s
Association Legislative Star award, the Association of Texas
Professional Educators Freedom to Teach award, the Equity Center
Champion for Children award, the Republican Party of Texas
Chairman’s Award for Courage, the Texas Medical Association’s
Friends of Medicine Award, and an honored spot in the Texas
Association of Realtor’s Hall of Fame. The National Federation of
Independent Business/Texas hamed Averitt the Senate’s Most
Valuable Player, and the Texas Farm Bureau named him one of
their 12 Stars for Rural Texas. The Texas Association of Business
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named Averitt a Fighter for Free Enterprise. In 2005, to honor his
legislative work on their behalf, the City of Marlin officially named
October 19th Kip Averitt Day.

Senator Averitt has four children and lives in Waco.

Allan Ritter represents Texas
House District 21, in the western part
of Jefferson County (includes portions
or all of Beaumont, Port Arthur,
Nederland, Port Neches, Groves,
Nome, China, Hamshire-Fannett, and
other incorporated areas). He is
currently chairman of the House
Committee on Natural Resources, a
member of the influential Calendars
Committee and also sits on the
Committee on Technology, Economic
Development & Workforce.

A Beaumont native, Allan
graduated from Forest Park High
School (currently Beaumont Westbrook) in 1972. As president of
his family’s 58 year-old business, Ritter Lumber Company, Allan
has been a prominent member of the business community in
Jefferson county. He was named “Small Businessman of the Year”
by the Nederland Chamber of Commerce in 1997, and in 2001,
was named “Mr. Nederland” in recognition of his service to the
city. Allan serves on the board of Allied Building Stores, a wholesale
building supplies company, and has served as the director of the
Texas Construction Industry Council. He is also a member of the
Coastal Conservation Association, the Texas and Southwest
Cattlemen’s Association, and the Young Men'’s Business League.

Allan has proven to be an effective state lawmaker-
passing legislation in areas ranging from criminal justice and tax
policy to economic development and higher education. In 1999,
he was elected “Freshman of the Year” by his House colleagues
in a bi-partisan vote.

In 2003, in recognition of his success as a lawmaker, Allan
was named “Legislator of the Year” by the Combined Law
Enforcement Association of Texas and “National State Legislator
of the Year” by the National Home Builders Association. He has
also been recognized by The Texas Association of Professional
Educators and the Texas Classroom Teachers Association for his
commitment to education.

Allan is a member of First Baptist Church, Nederland.
He is married to Peggy McMinn Ritter. They have four children—
Wiil, Peyton, Anney, and Whitney and two grandchildren.
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